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AMERICAN SOCI RTY OF BIRD-RESTORERS. 
a fF ore Z, eg 
a EL. bpecotde af Cp Boston, © aL 
lif 7 | 
sate i Ge EN 4 : { 
My dear (7 oy 
You may have heard of the American Society of: Bird- 


Restorerse:! A Siadeek recently started by the cidb ta level. the 


organization of which ie not yet complete, though some of its 


leading distinguishing features are now in suceessful operation by 


nuclei of branch societies in suburban e ities. 

Our native gong and EE ERIE birds have been, toa 
frzehtful extent, expelled from well settled communities by causes 
for the most part known and removable. 

The American Societycoof Bird Restorers (Watchword: 
“Bring Back The Birds") aims to restore these dear "fa athe red 
friends" through eminently practical methods, direeted by local 
branch societies. The scope of thie society is broad as its field 
of work, and, recognizing the good which kindred societies are 
doing, welc aes the members of such societies to work in its ranks, 
in their own favorite way. 

Nevertheless the methods of ‘the Bird Restorers are in 
Large measure unique, being not only gen erally educative, but 
intensely lecal ane practical. 

It is a sad fact - demonstrated by trained observation - 
that one main cause of the suppression of our song and insectivor- 
ous birds is to be found in persistent, systematic robbery and 


destruction of broods and individuals by our youth, under the guise 


( 
of "collecting". 
Within a limited district in the outskirts of Malden, 
Mass., fifty broods of native sens eek. were this season Kept 
under trained observation: Of these fifty broods, only ten escaped 
robbery by boys. Woburn sends in a similar report. In Medford, 4 


few seasons back, one of the keenest bird-observers in the state 


reported a still higher percentage of robbery. 


We have law enough to stop this, but the law is practi- 
cally a dead letter. 

A leading idea of the Bird-Restorer organization is the 
diversion of this craze for spoliation, by organizing youth ( and 
to some extent adults) into badged Obversation and Protection 
Patrols, nis tenes to definite local districts inhabited by birds, 
which they are to traverse as often as other duties may allow, 
keeping the native birds and broods they find under chivalrous 
protection and regularly reporting resvlts of the trips to the 
local societies, on saceok saan prepared for the pur pos @. 

Wherever presented, this patrol idea has so far been re- 
ceived with enthusiasm both by the young and by adults, “It is now 
in successful local operation. 

Other leading ideas are the planting of trees and shrub- 
bery, especially for the birds, the systematic erection of suitable 
bird-houses and the providing of food and nesting material for song 
birds, the providing of free practical talks, and the circulation 


of good literature about birds, co-operation with the birds through 


the wexiliery destruction of noxious insects, local enforcement of 
the laws protecting birds and the local reduction = (by wise means 
wholly in the hands of adultes) - of that cobues and mobber of our 
native birds, the interloping and most injurious English sparrow, 

‘Many ether direct methode of bird-restoration are design- 
ed for adoption by us societies; general nature study being 


encouraged as auxiliary to this end. 


To sane communities the observation and Protection 


Patrols might ult imately furnish paid Bird-Wardens, 

the! wekeidcn Society of Bird-Restorers, with its branches 
is to be directed mainiy by adults and to furnish plenty of work 
for them to do, but it will also throw ite doors wide open to 
youth; setting your young people to wrk for the birds, in honor- 
able, responsi bic, direct and faseina tine Ways. 

I a® literall y giving my time to the develomment of this 
project, assisting - without charge beyond he tual expenses - the 
organization of local branches wherever oppor tunit y may occur; I 
hope to cont inue this service gratis, until the organization is es- 
tablished and fairly extended, connecting it ult imately perhaps, 
for further promotion, with some leading periodical; ‘Fhe Youth's 
Companion already has ites promotion under consideration, 

To aid organization, I am about to tenia circulars; I 
desire to add a number of influential persons from different walks 


of life, to the Advisory Board, which at present includes: 


Rev. Dr. Edward Everett Hale, 


Doremus Seudder, MoD DD, 


Frank B, Fay, Secretary Society for the Prevention 


of Cruelty to Children, 
Charles A, Stephens, A.MM.D. (one of the leading 
editors of the Youth's Companion), and others. 

ZI earnestly hope that you will give me permission aS per 
enclosure, to place your name, should this sean best, upon the 
Advisory Board list for 1898. And in this connection I present for 
your consideration, the following endorsement juet received from 
Lyman Abbott's widely influent ial magazine, The Out look: | 

New York, July 15, 1898, 
My dear Mr. Osgood:-- | 
I am very much interested in your plan 
to prevent further slaughter of birds . . . » If our youth 
ean be made protectors of birds, the birds will be safe for the 
future. 

The Outlook is prepared to support your plan in e very 

possible way. 
Yours very truly, 
Hamilton W%. Mabie, 
Apso gtate Editor. 

May I not hope that you will aid thé restorers of our 
birds by permitting your nane to aprear, with others of influence, 


as herein requested? 


I hardly need to add, that permiesion this to use 


your name, does NOT imply, remotely or otherwise, anything what- 
ever in the nature of finan lal contribution. 


I am, 


ae 


Organizer and Manager American 
Society of Bird Reatorers, 


Boston, Mass. 
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